


Types of Bindings Used on T-shirt Quilts

On a quilt, a binding is used to cover the raw edges of the quilt’s three layers. There are three
typical types of bindings used on T-shirt quilts: no binding, half binding, and strip binding. Not
all bindings are equal and if you are looking for a high quality T-shirt quilt, you need to know
what'’s good, bad and just ugly!

No Binding

The ugly method is a birthing or inside out
method. What the quilter does is lay the
front of the quilt face down onto the good
side of the backing material. The front and
back are then sewn together around the
outside edge of the material. A 4 to 8 inch
wide hole is left unsewn so that the quilt can
be turned right side out. After the quilt is
turned right side out, the opening is stitched
closed.

A quilt or blanket made this way will not be

quilted because the quilting would deform

the shape of the quilt. So a quilter will either

use a decorative stitch, embroidery floss

ties, yarn or buttons to attach the front of the quilt to the back.

Half Binding

This method of binding brings excess backing material to the front of the quilt. A quilter cuts
the backing fabric a few inches larger than the face of the quilt on all four sides of the quilt.
This fabric is then folded around to the front of the quilt and then stitched down. This is a
step up from no binding.
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Full Binding

This is the most sophisticated style of binding. This binding is sewn onto the quilt in two
steps. A strip of binding fabric is cut and then folded in half. It is first sewn on the quilt from
the topside of the quilt. In the second step, the binding is folded around to the back of the
quilt and then sewn down in one of two ways. The first way is to sew the strip down onto the
back of the quilt by hand. Working from the back, the chief difficulty is neat and even hand
sewn stitches. The other method is to sew the strip to the back by sewing from the front of
the quilt. This is a blind seam and takes years of practice to perfect.

If you are looking to have a high quality T-shirt quilt made with your T-shirts, be sure to look at
how a quilter binds his or her quilts. If they are not strip binding their quilts, they are either not
skilled quilters or they are trying to save time so they have a higher profit margin.
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How Much Does a T-shirt Quilt Cost?

On the Internet you can find T-shirt quilts that range in price from $50 to over $1,000. If your
grandmother makes your quilt, it might even be free. Why such a large price range? There
are a number of factors that go into the cost of making a T-shirt quilt; taking that free grand-
mother-made T-shirt quilt out of the equation, here are a number of cost factors that go into
the pricing of a T-shirt quilt.

Materials

There are four to five basic materials that go into all T-shirt quilts. There is a quality range for
each type of material. The higher quality materials cost more and will be reflected in the price
of your quilt.

Fabric
Fabric comes in many different qualities. An inexpensive fabric will add less to the cost
of a quilt than an expensive high quality fabric.
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Batting

Batting comes in a variety of grades — from thin 100% polyester, to high quality needle
punched 80%cotton/20%polyester batting. Polyester battings cost the least and needle
punched 80%cotton/20%polyester batting will cost a lot more.

Thread

All quilts use thread for sewing

the blocks together and quilting.
There are cheap threads that won't

withstand time and use. The more
expensive the thread that is used m- R :
1 cay

in your quilt, the more the quilt will m"n &,

cost. But your quilt will also last 0 e . ————— -
longer. , -

- ‘
'] \ \“'

Interfacing/Iron on Backing

Some quilters iron on interfacing to
the back of their T-shirts to make
them easier to work with. This will
increase the cost of the quilt be-
cause of labor and material cost.

Labor

Another cost that is calculated into the price of a quilt is labor. Minimum wage is $9 to $13 an
hour. Typically, minimum wage is reserved for entry level and unskilled workers. High quality
T-shirt quilt makers are not unskilled. Usually, they should have over five years of quilt making
experience — the more the better.

It takes skill to make a T-shirt quilt. If it didn’t take any skill or experience, you would be mak-
ing it yourself. Highly skilled and talented quilters make the best T-shirt quilts. This means
that their hourly rate will be much higher than minimum wage. If you want to only pay mini-
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mum wage to a quilter, expect an en-
try-level unskilled quilter to attempt
to make your quilt. If you value your
T-shirts, an inexpensive T-shirt quilt
should scare you!

Time

How long does it take to make a
T-shirt quilt? This depends on a
number of factors including quilt
style, complexity and craftsmanship.
An inexpensive quilt will take less
time than a more expensive quilt. An
inexpensive quilt will be made with

a simple style, there will be no com-
plexity anywhere in the process and the craftsmanship will be questionable.

A traditional style T-shirt quilt made from one size block stacked in columns and/or rows
makes the project very easy, especially if you, the customer, arrange the blocks ahead of time.
The quilter can move directly from cutting to sewing.

On the other hand, a “Too Cool” Style quilt is made from many different sizes and shapes of
blocks. The entire process takes 5 to 6 times as long as making a traditional T-shirt quilt. It
takes 20 times longer than it does to make a T-shirt blanket. Complex quilts take time that will
make the quilt more expensive.

The Value a Quilter Puts on Her Work

If a quilter underprices her work, she is telling you up front that she does not think that her
time and skills are good enough to charge more. Think about what this tells you; if someone
does not find value in her work, will you?
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These factors and other factors are indicators of the quality of a T-shirt quilt. They also great-
ly influence the price of the quilt. For example, someone with great skill and artistry using
cheap materials might make a good looking quilt, but the quilt still has been made with cheap
materials that will look cheap and not wear well. Conversely, a quilt made with high quality
materials that is poorly made is still a poorly made quilt. You want a quilt that is made from
high quality materials by a skilled and artistic quilter.

Look carefully at the cost
of a T-shirt quilt. Be sure
to know what you are pay-
ing for. A quilt that is $100
is probably going to be a
disappointment.
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How to Interview a Quilt Maker

After you have learned about the different styles and quality levels of T-shirt quilts and have
found a quilt maker, take time to either interview her and/or get the answers to these ques-
tions from her website. Know ahead of time what you can expect so you don't end up with a
T-shirt quilt that will break your heart.

What style of quilt do you make?

First, know what style you are looking to have made. Read more about the 5 styles of T-shirt
quilts here. Is this quilt maker experienced and skilled in making the type of quilt you want?

Are you making quilts or blankets?

Blankets are two layers and quilts are three layers. Read more about that here. If you want a
high quality product, be sure to choose a quilter that is making quilts.

Are your quilts machine long-arm quilted?

This is industry standard for quality T-shirt quilt makers. If
a quilt is not long-armed quilted, you probably should con-
tinue your search for a quilter elsewhere. The best T-shirt
quilts are those in which each block is quilted with a unique
pattern.

What materials do you use in your quilts?

Hopefully high quality materials! Read more about that on
page 19.
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What is your turn around time?

4 to 6 weeks is industry standard. It may take a little longer around spring graduation and
Christmas. A quilter that says 3 months or more might have more quilts than she can get
to or have other obligations. Try to find a professional quilter that can balance her time and
workload.

How many quilts have you made in the style | want?

The more quilts someone has made in the style you want, the better. You probably want to
shy away from a novice and perhaps an intermediate quilter. | still run into hurdles and | have
made over 6,000 quilts!

Novice Quilter: 1 — 30
Intermediate Quilter. 30 to 200
The Advanced Quilter. 200 to 1000
The Expert Quilter. Over 1000

Are you making the entire quilt?
Some quilters will only make the quilt ¥ Sy
top and send the completed quilt top e
to someone else to finish. This means
that you will have no idea who is work-
ing on your quilt or where it will be

sent. If someone is only making part of | e FhEgye
your quilt, this is a sign that the quilter [ &
is not a professional quilter. She does b iceLw

not have all the equipment needed % i
to make your quilt or the skill to use

rented equipment. You might want to i A ‘ o
avoid a quilter like this. Nfr/f[o‘?/ffff‘ Bﬂ%@““ S
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Are you a smoker?

If you are not a smoker, you won't want to send your T-shirts to a smoker.

Are you a professional quilt maker or a hobbyist?

A professional earns a living making quilts. They are devoted to making T-shirt quilts full time.
And most importantly, she has a reputation at stake with every quilt she makes. The outcome
of your quilt is important to her and her livelihood.

The hobbyist on the other hand, makes quilts because she likes to make quilts. But it's not
her livelihood. And if your quilt doesn't go well, it doesn’t impact her income. A hobbyist also

is not making as many quilts as a professional.

@ Can | see your work and/or can | see photos of
\ 1 your quilt?

! The answer should be yes. If you can't see the

. quilts in person, study the photographs of a
‘_ number of different quilts. If you are not sure

N what to look for in a photograph of a quilt, click
here to read about how to judge a quilt from a

photograph.
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What'’s the Next Step?

We hope that this guide has helped you think about what you want in a T-shirt quilt. What's
your next step? Below are a number of links for you.

Learn How to Have
a Quilt Made

Back to
Too Cool T-shirt Quilts®
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